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PETER JONES AND STEVEN KING,
eds., Navigating the Old English Poor
Law: The Kirby Lonsdale Letters,
1809–1836, Oxford: The British
Academy, Oxford University Press, 2020.
ISBN 978 0197266816, £100.

This edition of primary sources is a wel-
come addition to the history of English
welfare and sits well within this series,
which includes Sokoll’s edition of Essex
pauper letters and Joseph Harley’s recent
volume of Norfolk pauper inventories.
This collection complements Sokoll’s
Essex pauper letters and those of
Tomkins for Staffordshire and Shropshire,
and King’s Berkshire, Lancashire and
Northamptonshire edition (A. Levene
(ed.), Narratives of the Poor in eight-
eenth-century Britain (Pickering and
Chatto, 2006)). King has analysed his col-
lections of letters in his recent Writing the
lives of the English poor, 1750s–1830s
(McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2019).
This volume has 599 transcribed letters

from the Kirby Lonsdale parish collection
concerning serial letter writers/subjects,
representing almost half of this archival
collection, but relating to just twenty indi-
vidual claimants and their families. These
letters were all received by one man—
Stephen Garnett, overseer of the poor for
Kirby Lonsdale. They include the corres-
pondence of the poor, their advocates,
parish officials in the host and settlement
parishes, landlords, doctors, shopkeepers
and neighbours. The number of letters in
a series ranges from twelve (the Kitchen
family) to ninety (the Nelsons). In
most cases only a handful of letters were

written relating to an individual and
their families, yet these twenty writers
were selected ‘to allow readers to engage
with the most complete life-cycles and
the interplay between the poor and par-
ish officials’. Jones and King argue that
these long-runs of letters better reveal
the experience of being poor, the history
of literacy, the nature and limitations of
state power as exercised by the poor
law and the nature of pauper agency.
There is a useful, though not compre-
hensive, bibliography of the history of
pauper letters.
The introduction sets out the historical

context of pauper correspondence: the
laws of settlement dictated who
‘belonged’ to a particular parish for the
purposes of providing poor relief. With
rapid urbanisation in the first half of the
nineteenth century many people moved
away from their parish of settlement, and
did not necessarily gain a new settlement
where they now lived, which meant that
they were reliant on a parish in which
they were no longer resident. In order to
be granted relief the poor and their advo-
cates wrote back to their settlement
parish. This was the system of ‘out-parish’
relief. The poor, argue Jones and King,
‘deploy[ed] a range of universally recog-
nised yardsticks of deservingness to build
their case’ (14): old age, infirmity, widow-
hood, sickness, disability and the
desertion by the husband/father. The poor
layered these criteria with rhetorics of
‘nakedness’ and ‘starvation’ and
‘belonging’ and ‘friendship’ to both the
host parish and the distant parish of
settlement. A series of maps shows that
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most letters were sent from within a
radius of 100 kilometres; the sampling of
the twenty families who wrote the most
omits letters from the furthest locations
(London and the Midlands). The intro-
duction also contains information on
editorial and transcription conventions.
Drawing upon E.P. Thompson’s defin-

ition of agency, Jones and King argue that
the Kirby Lonsdale collection demon-
strates the strength of the agency of the
parish poor and that ‘they were able to
marshal a formidable armoury of senti-
ment, linguistic sophistication and
community support in their negotiations
for relief’ (3) and that the poor exercised
their agency in order ‘to mitigate the
worst excesses of poverty, periodic
unemployment, growing urbanisation,
and industrial expansion, and they were
often very successful at negotiating a liv-
ing even at a distance’ (17). Moreover,
there existed a ‘shared linguistic register’
with overseers of the poor. It is true that
taking long runs of pauper letters will
reveal ‘the most complete life-cycles’ and
illuminate the poor/overseer relationship.
However, most of the poor under the old
poor law—even settled, resident weekly
pensioners—were not in receipt of relief
for long periods. Those engaged in long
runs of correspondence might therefore
be some of the most vulnerable since they
wrote requesting relief over many years.
Moreover, all pauper letters, and particu-
larly those engaged in long letter sets,
contain an inherent level of agency.
Assessing the relative success in material

terms of rhetorical strategies in obtaining
poor relief is fraught with difficulty.
Sokoll traced, where documentary evi-
dence was extant, sums given to letter
writers in overseers’ accounts. In the

Kirby Lonsdale correspondence such
‘success’ is indicated when the poor some-
times acknowledged receipt of poor relief
in their letters, or overseers sent invoices
to reclaim relief from the host parish, or a
parish official wrote the amount to be
granted on the letter. But such informa-
tion was not systematic. Non-resident
applicants might have had to keep writing
to their home parish as it was relatively
easy for overseers to ignore those at a dis-
tance unless they were repeatedly
pestered. Whilst agency is evident in the
act of letter writing, such letters might
also be evidence of a lack of agency in
actually securing relief.

SAMANTHA WILLIAMS

University of Cambridge

NIAMH GALLAGHER, Ireland and
the Great War: A Social and Political
History, London: Bloomsbury
Academic, 2020. ISBN 978 1-78831
462-6, £85.

The centenary of the First World War has
resulted in a plethora of original and
innovative historical scholarship.
Important studies on diverse aspects of
the war experience have emerged, many
taking a transnational approach, with
scholarship increasingly moving across
national boundaries and alternating
between local, regional, national and
international perspectives. Ireland has not
been immune from this renewed interest
in its war history and the centenary has
been an opportunity to challenge domin-
ant narratives around Irish participation
in the war, and to shift the war from the
peripheries to a more central position in
the Irish revolution story. This book by
Niamh Gallagher is an excellent example
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of the new and innovative scholarship on
Ireland’s Great War emerging in recent
years. It is an illuminating study of civil
mobilisation, focusing on the participation
of middle-class Catholics in the war effort
and their attitudes towards the war. It
demonstrates the strength of the support
for the British war effort among Irish
Catholics, the extent of cross-confessional
cooperation in wartime, and the persist-
ence of war mobilisation in the years
following the 1916 Easter Rising.
Eight chapters cover aspects of Irish

mobilisation including the role of women;
the impact of submarine warfare on Irish
responses; the Irish Catholic diaspora’s
involvement in the war; the changing
Anglo-Irish relationship; and commemor-
ation and memory of the war in its
aftermath. The chapter on the war at sea
is particularly valuable in its examination
of the fear of invasion and the impact of
tragedies such as the sinking of the
Lusitania on coastal communities. There
has been a tendency in studies of Irish
participation in the war to focus more on
urban Ireland, and the significant differen-
ces in the rural experience merit further
examination.
The title of the book is somewhat mis-

placed as the book offers both a wider
geographic scope and a narrower the-
matic focus than it suggests. The social
and economic consequences of the war
for Ireland in areas such as employment,
living standards, health and family life do
not feature in this account, while the polit-
ical transformation of Ireland between
1914 and 1918 are also, as noted by
Gallagher herself, beyond the scope of the
study. It is an examination of ‘Southern
Ireland’ and so does not substantially
engage with Ulster’s war experience.

Instead it moves beyond the island of
Ireland to examine the mobilisation of the
diaspora settler-Irish in the British Empire.
This latter aspect forms one of most ori-
ginal and interesting chapters.
Gallagher highlights the importance of

national identity to Irish Catholics living
in Canada and Australia, arguing that
nationalist Ireland’s decision to support
the war effort in 1914 influenced the
response of Irish settlers to the war. She
suggests that Irish Catholic settlers consid-
ered themselves ‘co-owners of the British
Empire’ and could combine steadfast Irish
nationalism with imperial loyalism. The
chapter highlights the use of Irish symbol-
ism in recruitment efforts among the Irish
diaspora and the positive response given
to the visit of the Irish-Canadian Rangers
to Ireland in January 1917. It is a
reminder of the value of transcending
island histories to incorporate the experi-
ence of the diaspora. Gallagher’s work
however also prompts questions about
the risk of imputing too much significance
to identity (Catholic loyalist/Irish emi-
grant) as a motivating factor for war
service and whether it risks eliding other
local or personal circumstances that
impact on the decision to enlist.
This provocative study leaves us

with much to ponder and indicates
many potential avenues for further
research and discussion. It offers a
valuable introduction to the subject
matter for those unfamiliar with
Ireland’s war experience and its con-
tested place in commemorations and
historiography. Written in an engag-
ing style and illustrated with
photographs, this book should reach
a wide readership and marks a signifi-
cant contribution to the
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historiography of the First World
War in Ireland and Britain.

FIONNUALA WALSH

University College Dublin

SUSAN MOORE, DOREEN
ROSENTHAL, AND REBECCA
ROBINSON, The Psychology of
Family History: Exploring Our
Genealogy, Abington and New York:
Routledge, 2021. ISBN: 978 0 367
820428, £21.30.

This book by two social psychologists
and a computer scientist illuminates the
motives, characteristics and personalities
of those who study family histories. In
2018, after advertising through genea-
logical societies, relevant courses and
Facebook, the authors received survey
responses from over 800 Australia-based
genealogists. The average age of respond-
ents was 62, over half had completed a
degree and 85% were women. Most
were members of families. About 80%
had at least one child, over half at least
one grandchild and almost all had siblings
and had been or were in long-term rela-
tionships. In other words, they looked
quite a bit like FACHRS members and
not much like those Australians often
associated with ancestor veneration, abo-
riginals. The authors found classification
into motivational groupings difficult.
People shifted their motives over time,
often broadening from their own family
towards local, cultural and national his-
tory. The results of their personality test
(no details provided) suggested respond-
ents were often more conscientious than
the general population. Many had a

strong work ethic and were good at plan-
ning and logical thinking. However, they
concluded ‘family historians come in all
shapes, sizes and personality types’.
Respondents largely perceived them-

selves to be motivated by wanting to gain
a sense of meaning, self-knowledge and
belonging while some felt their research
was a way to improve self-esteem. The
desire to bolster positive aspects of their
sense of identity was also reflected in
references to the benefits that their studies
had upon their mental health. Many felt
satisfaction in solving a puzzle or creating
a narrative, becoming familiar with online
databases and software packages, and
grappling with ideas about the reliability
and validity of different forms of evidence.
Engagement was not only self-centred.
Many, particularly older respondents,
sought to acknowledge ancestors, pass on
information and bind their own families
together. Moreover, the authors conclude,
a sense of enhanced intergenerational kin-
ship can be therapeutic, aiding
management of grief and liberating people
from patterns of destructive fam-
ily behaviour.
While this is not a handbook, the text

addresses many issues which family his-
torians face including ethical quandaries
about privacy (regarding, for example,
illegitimacy, unfaithfulness, incest or crim-
inal activity). The authors also mention
concerns regarding plagiarism, copyright
and the cultural implications of genea-
logical discoveries. Some respondents, not
just those who were adopted and sought
biological ancestors, were interested in
their likely vulnerability to inherited dis-
eases or traits. Although DNA testing
does not require genealogical data it is
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unlikely to occur unless there are signs of
risk evident from the family tree.
A few references to specialist terms

aside the style are accessible. The
authors have drawn on blog posts as
well as academic articles and books
from a range of disciplines. ‘Tips for
getting your family interested in fam-
ily history’ include ‘Don’t prattle on’.
Chapters are broken up with plenty of
subheads, boxes and conclude with
key points listed. There are numerous
illustrative pithy quotes from
respondents and scholarly authors.
There is a ‘detour’ to discuss the rela-
tionship between institution-based
scholars and independent ones with
several examples of illuminating col-
laborative works. Another ‘detour’
asks ‘Are you descended from some-
body famous?’ The different versions
of Jesus’ genealogies are discussed.
While there is no positioning of this
text through a single literature review,
comparisons with other research are
cited when appropriate. A remark
about those the views of those with a
family history of a particular disease
undertaking genetic testing acknowl-
edges five texts. There is an overall
coherence to the narrative.
In addressing questions which histori-

ans do not conventionally ask (e.g. ‘Does
doing family history make you a happier
person?’) as well as some which they do
(‘What are the likely future challenges for
family historians?’) we gain distinctive
insights into why people scroll through
Ancestry or spend days in the archives.
This illumination of the conceptual frame-
works of likely readers of F&CH offers
to help us become more conscious of our
perspectives and the dynamism of our

relationship with the past. In turn that
might make us better historians.

DANIEL WEINBREN

The Open University

TREVOR BURNARD, Jamaica in the
Age of Revolutions, Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press,
2020. ISBN 9780812251920, £37.

‘Caribbean history is extremely important
for contextualizing global history yet it’s
very disregarded and erased in an aca-
demic realm’ wrote Nina V�azquez in a
Twitter post which was liked 11,900
times. Trevor Burnard’s work throughout
his career has insisted on centring Jamaica
in the history of Britain, its empire and
more broadly the Atlantic world. As the
largest of the Anglophone Caribbean slave
societies, he has long argued that Jamaica
was supremely important for British colo-
nial interests. This latest publication
continues to make the case for using
Jamaica as a productive lens for thinking
through the defining historical moments
of the eighteenth century. The book
examines the period 1760–1788, arguing
for an understanding of the age of revolu-
tions as having started with the outbreak
of Tacky’s Revolt in Jamaica in 1760. He
covers a range of key concepts, themes,
thinkers and events which shaped these
tumultuous years, examining their impact
on social, political and economic develop-
ments in Jamaica. Drawing on his
extensive archival work in Jamaica, the
book uses both statistical analysis as well
as close readings of the writings of men
like Simon Taylor, Edward Long, and
Thomas Thistlewood. This combination
gives the text a very usable and readable
accessibility.
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The first three chapters deal with the
power structures which governed Jamaica
in relation to political philosophy, organ-
isation and rhetoric, colonial
development, and the management of the
enslaved population. These chapters high-
light some of the societal differences
between Jamaica and the Thirteen
Colonies, although Burnard conceptual-
ises these separate geographic areas as a
single entity—‘plantation America’ (3)—
divided by the American Revolution.
Jamaican society, Burnard argues, was
defined by a Hobbesian mobilisation of
fear which put it in sharp contrast with
colonial America and metropolitan
Britain, both of which were increasingly
framing political authority in relation to
concepts of liberty. The unique brutality
of the plantation regime in Jamaica led to
much higher mortality rates than in
America, fostering a much greater
dependence on the slave trade. This reli-
ance changed the nature of Jamaica’s
priorities making the preservation of the
slave system the overriding principle
which determined its revolutionary alle-
giance. Jamaica needed the imperial
government to a far greater extent to pro-
vide protection for its trade, against the
threat of enslaved rebellions and to sup-
port investment in infrastructure, notably
following natural disasters such as the
1780 hurricane.
Whilst the American Revolution posed

short term economic problems for
Jamaica in terms of its supply chains,
Burnard makes a convincing case as to
why a trans-imperial sense of shared iden-
tity and purpose never really emerged.
Jamaica was not invited to the
Continental Congress, and indeed its
planters were imagined to be distinctly

different (and inferior) as Burnard’s ana-
lysis of the writings of American colonists
suggests (207). As Chapters 6 and 7
underscore, this representation of Jamaica
as a place ruled by petty tyrants chimed
in with abolitionist depictions made in the
wake of both the Somerset and Zong
cases. The degradation of the character of
the West Indian signalled an end to the
unfettered political power which the
plantocracy had enjoyed prior to the
American Revolution. The vision of
empire set forth by Benjamin Franklin—
of a respectable settler society devoted to
the improvement of the colony—was not
necessarily the way that Britain viewed
the purpose of its imperial possessions.
For Britain the colonies chief appeal was
in the funnelling of wealth back into the
metropole; it was this ability, including
the large-scale payment of duties, which
enabled Jamaica to have the ear of the
government. ‘Colonies of extraction’
(210) was the model of empire which
Britain increasingly favoured and the opu-
lent and exploitative Jamaican slave-
owners practiced this with ruthless enthu-
siasm. As Chapter 2 explains, an emphasis
on the generation of profit over long term
planning was precisely the reason why
Edward Long’s programme of colonial
development was destined to failure.
The final chapter of the book feeds into

current historiographical debate about the
relationship between slavery and metro-
politan enrichment. Burnard explores the
impact of slavery on the development of
industrialisation by revisiting the Williams
thesis in light of the ‘New History of
Capitalism’. Whilst acknowledging the
importance of slavery to European eco-
nomic supremacy, he is wary about
claims that overstate its relationship to the
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emergence of industrialisation. He states
that ‘one can imagine ways that it could
have developed without slavery being
essential’ (228). Despite this note of cau-
tion, Burnard welcomes a return to the
Caribbean as a critical site for understand-
ing British and American history. This
book makes a useful intervention by chal-
lenging its readers to decentre dominant
narratives and periodisations of the
American Revolution in order return to
an understanding of imperial interconnec-
tions which would have been familiar to
the black and white Jamaicans who lived
through these remarkable changes.

KATIE DONINGTON

London South Bank University

PETER JONES AND STEVEN KING,
Pauper Voices, Public Opinion and
Workhouse Reform in Mid-Victorian
England: Bearing Witness, London:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2020. ISBN 978
3 030 47838 4, £35.99.

This slim volume focuses upon complaints
about, and the movement for, reform of
workhouses in mid-Victorian England
(with some evidence from Wales). There
are three short chapters, each drawing on
a different ‘seam’ of primary sources—
newspaper articles about workhouses,
reports of workhouse visits by an amateur
workhouse inspector, and a collection of
letters from four workhouse paupers, plus
a fourth brief concluding chapter.
Although the main focus is the mid-
Victorian period, the book looks back to
1750 and forwards to 1899. Jones and
King argue that ‘there existed a group of
paupers … demonstrating a remarkable
seam of agency’ and that they and their
advocates effectively ‘constrained and

limited’ the power of the New Poor Law
(vi). The location of considerable agency
in the hands of paupers—to the extent
that it could ‘reshape’ ‘public opinion’
and the operation of the poor law—has
taken on a much stronger emphasis in
recent years and to which Jones and King
have been prolific contributors.
Chapter one situates criticism of the

deterrent workhouse within the familiar
and wider historiography of the eight-
eenth-century workhouse. The core of the
chapter is an analysis of ‘sensational’ key
words in the British Newspaper Archive
for the period 1834–1899 in which Jones
and King identify a shift from the work-
house being associated with ‘abuse’,
‘inhumanity’ and ‘cruelty’ in the periods
from the 1830s to the 1860s to ‘scandal’
from the 1870s (Table 1.1, p. 17). They
argue that these reports, and Victorian
newspapers more generally, reflected
‘public opinion’, defined as ‘widely held
and traceable sentiment in an audience
outside the group that immediately holds
such sentiments’ (footnote 59, p. 34),
although this chapter does not trace senti-
ment but counts occurrences of certain
phrases. The authors of these newspaper
reports did not call for the end of the
workhouse system, they contend, but
pushed for reform of these institutions
from within. Who were their authors and
what were their concerns? Which newspa-
pers printed them and how did their
distribution fall? Newspaper articles are
certainly evidence of the production of
ideas; what is harder to demonstrate is
their reception, their ‘throw’, their diffu-
sion, and just ‘whose discourse’ they were
(Mandler, 2004).
‘Another’ Joseph Rowntree, of Leeds, is

the focus of the following chapter (not the
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chocolatier, Joseph Rowntree, and father
of Benjamin Seebohm Rowntree, the
Rowntrees of York, but ‘very likely a
close relative of the more famous
Victorian philanthropist’). This Rowntree
appointed himself as an amateur work-
house inspector, and was busy visiting 51
English workhouses and two workhouse
schools, ten Welsh and two Irish work-
houses, and five Scottish poorhouses,
publishing his findings in 47 local newspa-
pers and journals and writing 20 letters to
the Poor Law Board. Rowntree’s themes
concerned the appointment of ladies’
committees, ventilation, medical care,
industrial training, spiritual well-being,
and the casual poor. The issues that pre-
occupied him provide more evidence of a
reform movement seeking to improve the
workings of the workhouse rather than to
abolish it. Rowntree faced considerable
criticism in the press in response, and this
suggests that there were at least two rival
discourses in the ‘court of public opinion’
on the role of the workhouse.
The letters of just four men—Thomas

Gould and John Rutherford of Poplar
workhouse and Mungo Paumier of
Bethnal Green workhouse, both in East
London, and Henry Jones of Pwllheli
workhouse, Wales—are at the heart of
chapter three. These are part of the
‘tortuous MH12’ series (77), held at the
National Archives and these letters are
among those extracted for the wider pro-
ject ‘In their own write’, which is
recovering letters sent by pauper inmates
in workhouses to the central poor law
authorities. As Jones and King emphasise,
such correspondence should be seen
within the tradition of pauper letters,
which became common from the begin-
ning of the nineteenth century, although

the latter were sent for rather different
reasons: from the poor living away from
their parish of settlement back home seek-
ing outdoor poor relief. These four men
wrote 32 letters between them, amounting
to 40,000 words, and thus displayed
‘remarkable … levels of literacy’ (77).
Despite this, Jones and King argue that
the four men were ‘unexceptional’, and
that only the scale of their output was dis-
tinctive. Instead, they contend that the
concerns and complaints that these men
raised were consistent with those of other
letter writers, ‘most’ of whom only wrote
one or two letters, although no supporting
evidence is given from this wider collec-
tion. In consideration of the possible
‘throw’ of these men’s words, apart from
sending letters to the central authorities,
Paumier had a poem published in the
East London Observer (2 Sept 1871) and
Rutherford published his account
anonymously as Indoor Paupers, by ‘One
of Them’ (1886). How often did paupers
write from the workhouse and to what
extent was such agency accessible to all of
the indoor poor? The argument that the
concerns of these four men ‘percolated
through the workhouse population and
the wider community in which it was
located’ (101) and that these men could
‘shape’ public opinion is assumed rather
than demonstrated. They certainly
revealed remarkable—and possibly excep-
tional—agency.
The concluding remarks are ambitious.

Jones and King link the three sets of arch-
ival material as evidence of the
development of a coherent workhouse
reform movement in the mid-Victorian
period, which they claim they are the first
to document. They link workhouse
reformers, the press, the wider ‘court of
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public opinion’ and ‘workhouse reform
agenda’, ‘social workers’, and ‘clients’ of
the poor law (paupers) as displaying
remarkable symmetry to make the work-
house work as it had been intended rather
than to overthrow the New Poor Law,
despite the fact that the workhouse was a
loathed and feared institution. Moreover,
they seek to turn welfare history on its
head by shifting the focus from the abuses
and scandals in the early and mid-New
Poor Law periods to the much lower-level
direct and recurrent impact that the vari-
ous groups examined in this book had on
policymakers. ‘The workhouse environ-
ment’, they argue, ‘was changed by inch
and degree, much less so by scandalous
explosions’ (111). Instead, they claim, ‘it
is time to rewrite the sentimental history
of the New Poor Law workhouse’ (114).

SAMANTHA WILLIAMS

University of Cambridge

EDWARD ROYLE, ed., Power in the
Land: The Ramsdens and Their
Huddersfield Estate 1542–1920:
Essays to Commemorate the
Centenary of the Purchase of the
Estate by Huddersfield Corporation
in 1920, Huddersfield: University of
Huddersfield Press in association with
Huddersfield Local History Society,
2020. ISBN 978 1 86218 176 2, £30.

This book explores the relationship
between the Ramsden family, substantial
landowners in Huddersfield, and the com-
munity of Huddersfield which bought the
estate in 1920 for £1,300,000. Brian
Haigh offers a detailed study of the story
of Longley Hall, the Huddersfield seat of
the Ramsdens, stressing occasional use by
its absentee landlords, as it was built,

extended, rebuilt over the centuries. David
Griffiths explores this fitful relationship
between the Ramsdens and the ‘public
realm’, arguing that Sir John Ramsden's
claim that ‘he was the owner of the whole
town and of a considerable amount of the
land adjoining’ (43) is greatly exaggerated.
Nevertheless, the Ramsdens were the
dominant landowners, and their early pas-
sivity was transformed from the 1840s
onwards when Sir John William
Ramsden ran the estate until 1914, pro-
viding civic provisions, and purchasing
other local estates within Huddersfield. It
was to prove a cantankerous relationship,
highlighted by the ‘Ramsden Estate
Dispute of 1850–1867’, deftly examined
by John Halstead, who focuses upon the
estate’s attempt to modernise its leasing
policy in such a way that tenant rights
were ignored. The Tenant-Right Defence
Association, formed in 1860, fought to
defend their rights before capitulating in
1866. John William further extended his
influence in Huddersfield through reli-
gious philanthropy.
Royle examines John William's even-

handed approach to religion, his patron-
age and small financial gestures. Although
supportive of the Church of England, his
benevolent neutrality was felt to be both
prudent and appropriate which meant
that, on the one hand, requests from
Nonconformists for financial assistance
were always considered on their merits
and, on the other hand, the Church of
England did not always get their own
way. John William’s influence was further
evident in his patronage of J. P. Pritchett,
responsible for the designing of
Huddersfield’s magnificent railway sta-
tion, and William Wallen who was
largely responsible for the design of St.
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George’s Square and the George Hotel,
and the famous landmark tower at Castle
Hill. In examining the work of Wallen,
Charles Webster notes that the Ramsdens
ensured that Huddersfield would be
described as ‘one of the most handsome
towns in the kingdom’.
Stephen Caunce and Edward Royle,

examining the purchase of the town, chal-
lenge the uncritical version of events
offered by Alderman Clifford Stephenson
in 1972, that the purchase of the town
was occasioned by an accidental meeting.
Instead, it is clear that Councillor Wilfrid
Dawson and Samuel William Copley, a
self-made banker and financier, worked
together to gain the finance, and to ensure
that a Land Bill for Huddersfield was
passed through Parliament to receive royal
assent in August 1920. Their conclusion
is supported by Meriel Buxton, who
offers a Ramsden family perspective. She
suggests that John William, often consid-
ered a difficult man to deal with and
something of a businessman, was unlikely
to have sold the Ramsden’s Huddersfield
Estates. However, his son John
Frecheville, was more intent to pursue the
life of a Victorian country gentleman and
social dilettante. He was more easily
tempted to give up an estate, worth
£65,000 rent per year for a payment of
an estimated twenty years of rent.
This study examines the power struggle

between land and industry in one urban
community in England. The keen local
historian and informed general reader
should both gain much from it. It is hand-
somely produced with a fine collection of
photographs and maps, though would
have benefited from a glossary of legal
and landowning terms. Nevertheless, it
will be the definitive work on the

fluctuating power relationships between
the Ramsdens and the community of
Huddersfield.

KEITH LAYBOURN

University of Huddersfield

BRENDAN SCOTT, ed., Society and
Administration in Ulster’s Plantation
Towns, Dublin: Four Courts Press,
2019. ISBN 978 1 84682
7358, e50.00.

The historiography of the seventeenth-
century English and Scots settlement in
Ulster has expanded hugely in recent
times. This volume of essays is dedicated
to Bob Hunter of Magee College and later
of the University of Ulster who single-
mindedly ploughed a lonely furrow in this
field for several decades. That so many
scholars in recent years have taken up
and developed themes first identified and
then researched by Bob is testimony to his
influence which extended far beyond his
university base.
Ulster was transformed by the early

seventeenth-century plantations of many
English, Scots and (a few) Welsh settlers
who brought new ways of organising
everyday life. Many of these regulated
changes have become standard features of
Ulster life during the last 400years. The
estate system, legal and local government
administration, the development of
centres of population with fairs and mar-
kets, ports to import and export goods—
all of this was underpinned by the devel-
opment of a new urban network. This
saw a distinction in function between the
improvement of existing settlements such
as ecclesiastical Armagh and the port of
Carrickfergus alongside smaller market
towns such as Strabane. Within the
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Londonderry plantation, which was
granted to the wealthy merchant guilds of
the City of London, the two existing
ecclesiastical settlements of Derry and of
Coleraine were reconfigured as the princi-
pal towns of the scheme.
The contributors draw widely on a

range of source materials on both the pol-
icy and its actuality. The archaeological
evidence summarised by Horning and
Tracey enables a comparison with
Raven’s contemporary maps which depict
Irish-style timber vernacular dwellings
alongside stone-built houses. This may
call into question the notion of a displaced
Gaelic community or may suggest that
the settlers also inhabited new houses
which were Irish-built in style and materi-
als. This would have been a pragmatic
way of implementing the timescales of the
plantation plans while still in accord with
the basic principles of civic maintenance
in the provision of a church, a courthouse
and a marketplace. Cherry describes how
the distribution of twenty-five new cor-
porate towns, later reduced to eighteen,
across Ulster was intended to promote
this civic maintenance. Between 1610 and
1629, sixteen towns across Ulster were
granted charters. The creation of this pat-
tern of urban clustering with rural
hinterlands helped to service the develop-
ing market economy.
Discussion of the development of three

of the towns, Coleraine (Brid McGrath),
Belturbet (Scott) and Strabane (Roulston)
shows the heavy dependence on the
locally-settled administrators. McGrath
finds this in her excellent interpretation of
an early corporation minute book of
Coleraine. Scott uses a corporation minute
book for Belturbet which starts in 1657
to trace the rebuilding and re-modelling

of the town as an English and Anglican
town following the turmoil of the 1640s.
Strabane’s plantation history, however,
was in the hands of one family, the
Hamiltons, who were described by
Roulston as among the great survivors of
seventeenth-century Ulster, having contin-
ued as landlords throughout the
seventeenth century. London’s direct influ-
ence was through the Livery Companies
of the City of London whose archives are
used by Margey to trace the development
of the corporate town of Derry as well as
small village settlements on lands held by
the Companies.
The development of Ulster society in

plantation times was predicated on the
larger themes of poverty and the expan-
sion of trade as well as on the
relationships between planter and Gael,
Protestant and Catholic. According to
Fitzgerald, in the absence of a system of
parish-based poor relief, local responses
were piecemeal, such as the licensing of
beggars by the issue of badges within spe-
cific parishes or towns. The militarization
and warfare throughout the countryside
in the middle decades of the seventeenth
century exacerbated the numbers of poor.
Gillespie, however, makes it clear that the
small towns’ commercial network of fairs
and markets was, by then, able to with-
stand such social disruptions. The plans
for the plantation included the exclusion
of the native Irish from settlement in the
towns though this was mediated in prac-
tice in some settlements by short term
leases. O’Farrell notes the economic bene-
fits of the increasing number of native
Irish on undertakers’ lands in Fermanagh
and Armagh where they acted as farm
servants in exchange for cattle grazing
rights. The central issue of
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accommodation of religious differences is
explored by Lennon and by Armstrong:
the former notes that the parish structure
which, since the Middle Ages, had been
integral to the development of the older
boroughs, retreated from the public space
of the urban church with its worshippers
to a more background location, domestic
residence or outdoors while Armstrong
discusses the tensions between the
Anglican ministry and ‘Scotch
Presbyterians’.
This high-quality production, with

nineteen colour plates, is a fine contribu-
tion to the broader historiography of
plantation times. It fleshes out the broader
picture with finely delineated detail and is
worthily associated with the memory of
Bob Hunter.

BRENDA COLLINS

Queen’s University Belfast

HEATHER DALTON, ed., Keeping
Family in an Age of Long Distance
Trade, Imperial Expansion, and
Exile, 1550–1850, Amsterdam:
Amsterdam University Press, 2020.
ISBN 978 94 6372 231 5, £67.99.

Reviewing a book about the strains of
keeping family ties alive during an era of
unprecedented upheaval and long-distance
travel is curious, at a time when strains
upon family life have been imposed by
not being able to travel. The purpose of
this fascinating and diverse collection of
richly textured essays, according to editor
Heather Dalton, is to ‘come to new
understandings of the foundations of our
interconnected world and of the families
who contributed to it’. It has long been

acknowledged, particularly in histories
attentive to postcolonial themes of dis-
location, that forced and voluntary
migration, cross-cultural encounter, and
the emergence of increasingly complex
patterns of cultural hybridization, are
characteristics of modern times. This vol-
ume highlights how families did not just
mutate and adapt to new environments:
they maintained and remade existing ties.
This entailed emotional labour and prag-
matic decisions about the value of kin,
placed under the strain of separation and
exile. Travel did not just alter those family
members who journeyed: it also changed
the dynamics of family life among those
left behind.
Eleven new case studies presented in

this fine volume offer new research on the
strength—and fragility—of those ties, and
important insights into the family relation-
ships of marginalised people eking out a
subsistence living or having to forge new
livelihoods in hostile new environments.
A particular strength is its illumination for
Anglophone readers of previously-
untranslated family history sources in
Dutch, Finnish, French, Italian, Japanese,
Portugese, Spanish and Latin. Sorted into
approximate chronological order from
the mid-sixteenth century through to the
mid-nineteenth century, the chapters are
thematically wide-ranging across a geo-
graphical terrain that can rightly claim to
be global in scope. The collection is div-
ided into four sections that illustrate the
breadth of scholarship brought together
in these pages: ‘Surviving slavery: trans-
portation and forced labour’; ‘On the
road: mobility, wellbeing and survival’;
‘In the absence of family: support in
unfamiliar environments’; ‘Managing
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kinship-based businesses and trading net-
works’ and ‘Ensuring the survival of
maritime families’.
Historians of the family will recognise

some of the methodological problems
encountered in the archives, particularly
when seeking new insights into family life
among semi-literate or illiterate historical
subjects, women and children, people of
colour and those living with uncertain sta-
tus between free and unfree, citizens and
displaced migrants. Susan Broomhall’s
brilliant article on a Korean family taken
forcibly to Japan at the end of the six-
teenth century offers one inroad into these
methodological challenges via public
monuments, forms of material culture
that recorded intergenerational memory
and identity, including traces of a proud
matriarch whose legacy extended over
centuries and kept one family’s Korean
‘roots’ alive. Spanish notaries, as Heather
Dalton’s remarkable chapter explores,
recorded the providentialism of ‘suffering
rewarded’ as one Englishman whose trav-
els took him to Mexico experienced the
devastation of plague, and a second
chance at fortune by remarriage. From
sixteenth-century Catholic inquisitors in
Brazil, to Trans-Mediterranean Jewish
traders, ties of religion and cultural prac-
tice were interleaved with trading
networks that reinforced communities of
mutual interest and shared family identity,
even across great distances.
There is perhaps less on military and

naval history than some historians with
interests in these areas might wish to see,
but there are respective (and extremely
interesting) chapters by Gillian Dooley

and Pirita Frigren on sea-songs as bearers
of the idea of ‘home’ in the British Navy,
and Finnish merchant sailors’ networks.
Each chapter in this volume is executed to
an extremely high standard of meticulous
scholarship, and it would have been even
more productive, perhaps, to have had
dialogues between the case studies pre-
sented, weaving commonalities and points
of tension and difference through the
book as a whole. The resilience displayed
by those women and men forcibly trans-
ported from home, or driven away from
their families by economic necessity,
makes a lasting and moving impression.
Eilin Hordvik traces the sheer determin-
ation among Mauritian convicts
transported to Australia in the early part
of the nineteenth century to maintain and
forge new family bonds in spite of the
incredible odds against them. Hordvik
describes how two enslaved Mauritian
girls, Elisabeth Verloppe and Constance
Coronne, were transported to Australia
for an alleged poisoning attempt against
their mistress and her son. While
Constance found a benefactor who
treated her well in New South Wales, ena-
bling her to marry and raise a large
family, Elisabeth lacked a patron, and her
family did not thrive. It is a shock to
reach the final page of this particular
chapter and see Constance herself staring
back, the mother of eleven surviving chil-
dren, displaying in her photograph the
grim determination of an epic survivor,
dressed respectably in a bonnet.

HELEN BERRY

University of Exeter
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JENNIFERASTONANDCATHERINE
BISHOP, eds., Female Entrepreneurs in
the Long Nineteenth Century: A Global
Perspective, London: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2020. ISBN 978 3 030 33412
6, £99.99.

This wide-reaching survey of female
agency creates a global conversation on
women’s entrepreneurial skills. As well as
the usual Western European, North
American and Australian focus it introdu-
ces examples from Eastern Europe, Africa
and Asia drawing comparisons and con-
trasts across time and from around the
globe. Further, it embraces the history of
the rural as well as the urban business-
woman. There is a growing knowledge of
women as business owners and a recogni-
tion of women as more than material
consumers, engaged in domestic and fam-
ily duty. The editors fulfil their aim of
surveying case studies and micro-histories,
encouraging cross-cultural collaboration
and future historiographical expansion. A
conclusion is that there is not a standard
type of entrepreneurial woman. These
women, from divergent socio-economic
backgrounds and wealth bases, operated
during different stages of their life cycles
and at different ages, under the restric-
tions of different geography, community
and family hierarchies with varying laws,
political regimes and religious constraints.
Micro-histories reveal how women

worked in expected occupations such as
laundresses, food sellers, accommodation
providers and dressmakers. However,
women were not excluded from working
in the same spheres as their male counter-
parts, operating a variety of businesses
such as skilled artisans and authors.
Innovative methodology is a feature of
women’s historical research and we find

Galina Ulianova searched 20years to find
the Register of Traders in Moscow ena-
bling her to write a gendered history,
opening a new vein of rich source mater-
ial for historians. Susan Ingalls Lewis uses
data from credit ledgers to assess working
women’s reputations to reveal patterns
across regions. She acknowledges the
breath of material left to explore and
opens a route for future work. The book
has much to offer, not only through
revealing new methodology but also by
insight into difference in cultural expecta-
tions. Mary Louise Nagata offers insight
into Japanese economic culture where
women were not only encouraged but
also integral to family business and
expected to maintain economic viability
of the business venture in the absence of
male relations. Catherine Bishop’s work
on white, widowed women settlers in
New Zealand and New South Wales illus-
trates the place of migrant women
workers whilst highlighting the lack of
resources and information on native
women—another avenue for
future research.
Carrie van Lieshout, Harry Smith and

Robert J Bennett return to more familiar
territory and use a more familiar method-
ology. Their research into census returns
firmly debunks any notion of a decline of
women in business in the nineteenth cen-
tury in England and Wales. Case studies
such as these and others make the volume
truly global. The editors aim to increase
dialogue between historians across the
geographical and linguistic divides. They
call for the use of technology to facilitate
interactions between historians, a lesson
that could be applied to all disciplines.
Furthermore, they stress the scope for fur-
ther research and collaboration. This
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book expands scholarship, assembling
case studies from across the world, and
thereby encouraging debate and the
potential for further international
cooperation.

HELEN LEIGHTON-ROSE

Northumbria University

ROBERT A. BICKERS, China Bound:
John Swire & Sons and Its World,
1816–1980, London: Bloomsbury
Academic, 2020. ISBN 978 1 4729
4994 3, £30.

Robert Bickers’s latest monograph
explores how a single British family busi-
ness contributed to the consolidation of
Britain’s imperial presence in China. This
is exemplified by the story of John Swire
& Sons, the London-based parent com-
pany of the Swire Group whose
conglomerate investments can be found
across the Pacific region. Bickers provides
an impartial, thorough, and well-organ-
ised account of the evolution of Swire’s
businesses in the 19th and 20th centuries.
His book offers insights to Swire’s histor-
ical business structure, as well as to the
global exchanges that transformed mod-
ern China and Hong Kong. Clearly
argued and meticulously researched, it
draws on archival materials in English
and Chinese, opening a window on
Swire’s role in a changing world. Primary
sources range from public and business
records, to private papers, newspapers,
photographs, and databases.
Chapter one outlines aims and scope,

not only Swire’s business history but also
what the company’s story says about the
history of Asia and the world. The book
then examines themes related to different
periods. Chapter two reveals that Swire’s

enterprise originates from his Liverpool-
based family businesses—the import and
export trade—in Britain, America, and
Australia. Chapter three discusses the role
of Liverpool networks in the extension of
Swire’s businesses to East Asia in the
1860s following the establishment of
Butterfield & Swire in China—at that
time a semi-colonised country restrained
by extraterritoriality. This was evident in
Swire’s substantial holding in the Ocean
Steamship Company—a shipping firm
founded by Alfred Holt who developed
his business in Liverpool—to supply cap-
ital from Liverpool merchants. Chapter
four discusses how Swire gradually
embedded itself into Asia after the found-
ing of its China Navigation Company. Its
shipping service helped bring a ‘strange
revolution’ (70) to China, enabling
Chinese traders to ship their goods
onboard foreign vessels.
Chapter five demonstrates that Swire

dealt with commercial and social-political
conflicts in which it was entangled in
China by establishing ties with British and
Chinese officials, and also by setting up a
Hong Kong-based sugar refinery—an
alternative source of income which Swire
used to support its ordinary businesses in
response to competition from Jardine
Matheson. Chapters six and seven discuss
the lives of Swire’s clerical employees; and
reveal how Swire participated in the inter-
locking transport network in Asia, and
the lives and challenges of expatriate mar-
ine officers, Chinese seamen, and Chinese
passengers segregated from their foreign
counterparts. Chapter eight illuminates
how the death of first-generation partners,
and the changing circumstances in China
and the world at the turn of the 19th cen-
tury, contributed to alterations for Swire’s
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operations, reflected in increased employ-
ment of female staff, and the opening of
Hong Kong’s Taikoo dockyard, one of
the largest shipyards in Asia.
The impact of wars and China’s fervid

nationalism is highlighted in chapters
nine, ten and 11. The turmoil dealt blows
to Swire’s businesses which suffered from
staff shortages and interruptions to trade,
and led to Swire’s cultivation of contacts
with China’s new Republican regime.
Chapter 12 sheds light on Swire’s postwar
development, examining how it restored
its businesses, adapted to the changes
brought by the Nationalists and the
Communists, and introduced an innova-

tive investment—aviation. Chapters 13
and 14 demonstrate how Swire’s busi-
nesses underwent reorientation and
restructuring due to Cold War politics
and Hong Kong’s changing circumstances
between the late 1940s and the 1970s.
Chapter 15 serves as a book conclusion
explaining the reasons for Swire’s longev-
ity as rooted in family, empire, and
networks. China Bound is a welcome con-
tribution to our search for Sino-British
exchange, with an epilogue briefly
describing Swire’s businesses today.

PETER KWOK-FAI LAW

Academia Sinica, Taiwan
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